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(o) Watertight means designed to
withstand a static head of water.

(p) Exposed positions means exposed
to weather and sea.

(q) Intact bulkhead with respect to su-
perstructure means a bulkhead with no
openings.

(r) Steel means steel and materials
with which structures can be made
equivalent to steel with respect to such
parameters as yield strength, total de-
flection, flexural life, or resistance to
galvanic or stress corrosion.

§ 45.5 Seasonal application of load
lines.

For the purposes of the law and regu-
lations prohibiting submergence of
load lines (46 U.S.C. 88c; 46 CFR 42.07–
10), the fresh water and salt water load
lines marked under this part apply dur-
ing the following seasons:

(a) Summer load lines apply April 16
through April 30 and September 16
through September 30.

(b) Except for hopper dredges operat-
ing at working freeboards in accord-
ance with subpart C of part 44 of this
chapter, the Assigning Authority may
not allow for lesser freeboards.

(c) Intermediate load lines apply Oc-
tober 1 through October 31 and April 1
through April 15.

(d) Winter load lines apply November
1 through March 31.

§ 45.9 Seasonal application of load
lines for vessels not marked under
this part.

(a) For the purposes of the law and
regulations prohibiting submergence of
load lines (46 U.S.C. 88c; 46 CFR 42.07–
10) the marks assigned to vessels hold-
ing international load line certificates
apply during the following seasons:

(1) Vessels assigned freeboards as new
vessels under the International Load
Line Convention, 1966—

(i) Winter—November 1 through
March 31.

(ii) Summer—April 1 through April 30
and October 1 through October 31.

(iii) Tropical—May 1 through Sep-
tember 30;

(2) Vessels assigned freeboards as ex-
isting vessels under the International
Load Line Convention, 1966—

(i) Winter—November 1 through
March 31;

(ii) Summer—April 1 through April 30
and October 1 through October 31;

(iii) Tropical—September 16 through
September 30;

(iv) Tropical Fresh—May 1 through
September 15.

(b) Except for hopper dredges operat-
ing at working freeboards in accord-
ance with subpart C of part 44 of this
chapter, the Assigning Authority may
not allow for lesser freeboards.

[CGD 73–49R, 38 FR 12290, May 10, 1973, as
amended by CGD 76–080, 54 FR 36977, Sept. 6,
1989]

§ 45.11 Issue of load line certificate.

(a) A vessel 79 feet in length and
more, and 150 gross tons or over, the
keel of which is laid or which has
reached a similar stage of construction
after April 14, 1973, must meet the re-
quirements of this part.

(b) Except as prescribed in paragraph
(a) of this section, any vessel that
meets the requirements in subparts C
and D of this part and the survey re-
quirements in §§ 42.09–15 through 42.09–
50 of this subchapter is entitled to as-
signment of freeboards and issue of a
load line certificate under this part by
the Commandant or his authorized rep-
resentative.

(c) A vessel, the keel of which was
laid or was at a similar stage of con-
struction before April 14, 1973, that
meets the requirements of this part
that were in effect before April 14, 1973,
and the survey requirements in §§ 42.09–
15 through 42.09–50 of this subchapter is
entitled to the assignment of
freeboards calculated under the provi-
sions of this part in effect before April
14, 1973, and to a load line certificate
issued under this part by the Com-
mandant or his authorized representa-
tive.

§ 45.13 Form of certificate.

The form of a load line certificate is-
sued under this part is specified in ap-
pendix A to this part.

§ 45.15 Exemptions.

(a) The Commandant may exempt a
ship from any of the requirements in
this part if the chairman of the board
of Steamship Inspections, Department
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of Transport, Canada, and the Com-
mandant agree that the sheltered na-
ture or the condition of that voyage
make it unreasonable or impracticable
to apply requirements of this part.

(b) The Commandant may exempt a
vessel that embodies features of a
novel kind from any of the require-
ments of this part if those require-
ments might seriously impede research
into the development of such features
and their incorporation in ships. Any
such vessel must comply with the safe-
ty requirements that, in the opinion of
the Commandant, are adequate for the
service for which the vessel is intended
and will insure the overall safety of the
vessel. If the Commandant grants an
exemption pursuant to this paragraph
he communicates the details of the ex-
emption and the reasons therefor to
the chairman of the board of Steam-
ship Inspections.

(c) A vessel that is not normally en-
gaged on voyages to which this part ap-
plies but that, in exceptional cir-
cumstances, is required to undertake a
single such voyage between two spe-
cific ports may be exempted by the
Commandant from any of the require-
ments of this part, if the ship complies
with safety requirements that, in the
opinion of the Commandant are ade-
quate for the voyage that is to be un-
dertaken by the vessel.

(d) Any unmanned river service dry
cargo barge that is operated between
Calumet Harbor, Chicago, Illinois and
Burns Harbor, Indiana and intermedi-
ate ports in Lake Michigan that meets
the definition in subpart E of this part
is exempt from load line and marking
requirements but is subject to the cer-
tification and special operating re-
quirements listed in subpart E.

[CGD 73–49R, 38 FR 12290, May 10, 1973, as
amended by CGD 84–058, 50 FR 19533, May 9,
1985]

Subpart B—Load Line Marks

§ 45.31 Deck line.

(a) Each vessel must be marked with
a deck line on the outer surface of the
shell on each side of the vessel with the
upper edge of the line passing through
the point where the upper surface of
the freeboard deck intersects the outer
surface of the shell or if the summer
freeboard is correspondingly adjusted
under § 45.57, the deck line may be
placed above or below the freeboard
deck. Figure 1 illustrates the deck line
markings.

(b) Each deck line must be at least
12-inches long and 1-inch wide.

§ 45.33 Diamond.

(a) Each vessel must be marked with
the diamond mark described in figure 2
of § 45.35 amidships below the upper
edge of the deck line on each side with
the center of the loadline mark at a
distance below the deck line equal to
the summer freeboard assigned under
this part.

(b) The width of each line in the
loadline mark must be 1 inch.

§ 45.35 Seasonal load lines.

Each vessel must have the summer
(S), midsummer (MS), intermediate (I),
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